
[bookmark: top]



	
		
			
				
					[image: Skagit Watershed Council logo]
				

			

			
				 MENU
			

		

	






	
		
			
				
					[image: Skagit Watershed Council logo]

					[image: ]

				

			

			
				
					
							About
	Our Work
	Resources
	Member Area
	Blog
	Contact


					

					
					
							
							 Close This
							
								
									
									
														
																				
											
												
																										
																											
															Build Your Own Luminary Globe
														

														
														
															READ THE STORY »
														

													

												

											

										
 
														
																				
											
												
																										
																											
															Fish of the Skagit River and How They’re Doing
														

														
														
															READ THE STORY »
														

													

												

											

										
 
														
																				
											
												
																										
																											
															Community Resilience is the Key to a Prosperous Future, and Sustainable Salmon
														

														
														
															READ THE STORY »
														

													

												

											

										
 
														
																				
											
												
																										
																											
															Selling a Pristine Jewel
														

														
														
															READ THE STORY »
														

													

												

											

										
 
														
																				
											
												
																										
																											
															A Fertile Valley
														

														
														
															READ THE STORY »
														

													

												

											

										
 
														
																				
											
												
																										
																											
															A Legacy of Educated Citizens
														

														
														
															READ THE STORY »
														

													

												

											

										
 
														
																				
											
												
																										
																											
															A Uniquely Skagit Childhood
														

														
														
															READ THE STORY »
														

													

												

											

										
 
														
																				
											
												
																										
																											
															It was Love at First Sight
														

														
														
															READ THE STORY »
														

													

												

											

										
 
																													
									

								

							

						

					

				

				
															
					
				

			

		

	






	
		
			
				What's New
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	To Protect and Restore

[image: ]Photo Credit: John Scurlock


Less than 100 years ago, millions of salmon & trout returned to the Skagit & Samish Rivers every year to spawn. Today these once-mighty salmon runs are greatly diminished and face an uncertain future.

Restoring salmon and trout to this place we call home is about more than just keeping the environment healthy. Salmon bind us to this region and to one another, a sign of our strength and resilience in a dramatic and changing landscape.  And salmon are an icon of our cultural heritage and economic future, whether you are a tribal fisherman, a fishing guide, or a father and daughter seeking to connect through a quiet fishing trip in this magical place.

Restoring the Skagit’s abundance requires that we join forces and work together in partnership and collaboration. Together we will shape our own future though local decision-making and action.

Restoring salmon and their habitat is working, but there is still much to do to restore these magnificent creatures and the benefits they provide. We need the help of everyone in our community!

Connect with Skagit Watershed
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            Winter in the Skagit River Watershed is a thing of
            	                    [image: Winter in the Skagit River Watershed is a thing of beauty!   #ourskagit]
        
    



    
        
            This group recently spent many hours assembling fr
            	                    [image: This group recently spent many hours assembling free globe luminary kits to help with the 10th Annual Illuminight Winter Walk on January 26th.  You can get your kits (while supplies last) from MoNA and the Mount Vernon Parks office.   #IlluminateSkagit]
        
    



    
        
            The new poster for the 10th Annual Illuminight Win
            	                    [image: The new poster for the 10th Annual Illuminight Winter Walk is out. We hope to see you all on January 26th!]
        
    



    
        
            There are lots of free educational and volunteer o
            	                    [image: There are lots of free educational and volunteer opportunities to get you more connected to this special space.  For more infomation, check out our public calendar at https://www.skagitwatershed.org/resources/calendar/]
        
    



    
        
            We are seeking an experienced professional to be o
            	                    [image: We are seeking an experienced professional to be our next Executive Director. The successful candidate will have a strong background in managing programs or organizations as well as in natural resource science and delivering on-the-ground results.  The position requires excellent communication and procedural skills, including the ability to work collaboratively with diverse individuals and interests.  Applicants are invited to submit a resume by 5:00 pm on Wednesday, November 1, 2023 for the first review. Applications will be accepted until the position is filled.  See the full job announcement here:  https://www.skagitwatershed.org/about-us/career-opportunities/]
        
    



    
        
            Want to learn more about Washington State ecosyste
            	                    [image: Want to learn more about Washington State ecosystems, environmental stewardship, and research while getting the chance to connect with experts and like-minded folks? Then consider registering for this FREE Washington State Naturalist Program from WSU Extension! The deadline to register is tomorrow.  More info here: https://mcusercontent.com/939da68c0cf554cbcc3364228/files/df3ff04a-4b11-f1a0-aa16-85f8f7bf6822/2023_2024_WA_NAT_recruitment_details.pdf]
        
    



    
        
            We are seeking volunteers to help assemble art sup
            	                    [image: We are seeking volunteers to help assemble art supplies for free luminary globe kits that will go out in preparation for the 10th Annual Illuminight event on Jan 26th!  Join us for a work party on Monday, October 23rd, 1-4pm, at our office in downtown Mount Vernon.  Please email Holli at hwatne@skagitwatershed.org if you are interested.]
        
    



    
        
            Calling all K-12 teacher in the Skagit Watershed! 
            	                    [image: Calling all K-12 teacher in the Skagit Watershed!  We've just published a list of great place-based resources for your classroom.  This includes a bunch of free programs that our member organizations will happily run for your school for little or no cost.  See the full list here:  https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-Skagit-STEAM-Resources.pdf]
        
    



    
        
            We have just completed our last Drain Ranger's pro
            
	                
	            	                    [image: We have just completed our last Drain Ranger's program for this school year.  Here's hoping that our students and our education staff have a great summer!😀]
        
    



    
        
            Last week, we met with with colleagues from local 
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Last week, we met with with colleagues from local governmental, tribal, and non-profit organizations salmon habitat restoration sites around the watershed.  These site visits will help the Salmon Recovery Funding Board support future generations of salmon in our watershed.  #OurSkagit]
        
    



    
        
            Last week, our education staff had the pleasure of
            	                    [image: Last week, our education staff had the pleasure of working with 8th graders at Edison School.  These students are making an estimation of how much loose material there is in their parking lot that could be washed into the nearby slough through stormwater runoff.]
        
    



    
        
            Yesterday we finished running a 3-day Drain Ranger
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Yesterday we finished running a 3-day Drain Ranger's program for a 6th grade class in Burlington.  The students took data to understand how their school contributes to stormwater runoff, proposed a project to reduce the problem, and tested how well their project would work using the models in these images.  Images shared with permission.]
        
    



    
        
            Here's a fun opportunity for K-12 youth in Skagit 
            	                    [image: Here's a fun opportunity for K-12 youth in Skagit County: a conservation poster contest, put on by the Skagit Conservation District.  More info here: https://www.skagitcd.org/youth-opportunities]
        
    



    
        
            Join us for a FREE luminary procession in downtown
            
	                
	            	                    [image: Join us for a FREE luminary procession in downtown Mount Vernon.  The event starts with live music at 5pm on Jan 27th at the Riverwalk Plaza.  More information on our blog (https://www.skagitwatershed.org/news/illuminight-2023/) or on Facebook (https://fb.me/e/50HykattG)]
        
    



    
        
            In support of our Illuminight Winter Walk on Janua
            
	                
	            	                    [image: In support of our Illuminight Winter Walk on January 27th (more info at https://www.skagitwatershed.org/blog/), FREE supply kits to make a globe luminary are available (while supplies last) at the Mount Vernon Parks and Enrichment Services administrative office.  These kits come with video instructions to make luminaries like the ones featured in the bottom image.]
        
    



    
        
            We are only a few weeks away from Illuminight!
We 
            	                    [image: We are only a few weeks away from Illuminight! We hope to see you there! More info here: https://fb.me/e/50HykattG]
        
    



    
        
            Volunteers are needed for Illuminight 2023 on Janu
            	                    [image: Volunteers are needed for Illuminight 2023 on January 27th!  If interested or you have questions about volunteering, please email Scottie at schneider@skagitwatershed.org  More information about Illuminight 2023 here: https://fb.me/e/50HykattG]
        
    



    
        
            Bald Eagle smorgasbord.  Photo taken this weekend 
            	                    [image: Bald Eagle smorgasbord.  Photo taken this weekend by our staff.]
        
    



    
        
            Last week our Community Engagement Coordinator had
            	                    [image: Last week our Community Engagement Coordinator had a great afternoon teaching youth about salmon with Mount Vernon Parks and Enrichment Services!]
        
    



    
        
            We had a great time doing fish prints at the Concr
            
	                
	            	                    [image: We had a great time doing fish prints at the Concrete Youth Adventure Day last week!]
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