
Community Engagement Committee Draft Notes 

Skagit Watershed Council August 31, 2021, 9:30 am – 11:30 am via Zoom 

Present: Stacy Dahl (SLT), Lucy DeGrace (SFEG), Pete Haase (Skagit MRC and FBAR CSC), Karen Summers (SCEA 
and EcoNet), Cindy Pierce (SCD), Michelle Quast (ECY), Scottie Schneider (SWC, SRSF), and Holli Watne (SWC). 
 
(Underlined items mark decision points; *Bold items mark action items) 
 
Start: 9:35 am 
 

1. Approve July notes – We approved the July 2021 meeting notes, with a few changes. Michelle made a 
motion to accept the notes as corrected; Scottie seconded.  

2. Roundtable of updates  

a. Lucy DeGrace  

i. Three new WA Service Corps members start tomorrow: Sam in Outreach, Megan in 
Education, and Casey in Restoration. Ideally, all three will help at the Farmers Market on 
Sept 11.  

ii. Volunteer events are up on their website and on Facebook.  

iii. Spawner Survey workshops start on October 2nd.  New people are invited to join this 
year. Students will do data collection with an app they designed. They’re starting 
Salmon Sightings at Hansen Creek on October 9 and are hoping for pinks or Chinook to 
show up.  

b. Pete Haase 

i. Recently participated in a program for LatinX high school students through the Salish 
Sea School and GearUp.  The program was very successful.  

ii. Padilla Bay Reserve is open Wed-Sat 10am-4 pm with limit of 15 people at a time. Lightly 
attended, but they are open. The new touch pool is in service now, but it’s only open 
when they have staff or volunteers to be there. As more volunteers appear and the 
reserve opens up more, it will be more robust.  

c. Scottie Schneider  

i. Getting ready for the conservation booth at the MV farmers market on Sept 11th for the 
Salmon Festival. They’ve prepped 100 free swag bags, and developed a Game Wheel 
with other prizes.  

ii. In October, SRSF will be doing some kid-focused bags for the Children’s’ Museum.  The 
board will regroup to talk about the future of the Festival.   

d. Cindy Pierce  

i. Met with Scott and Michelle to do video footage this month. 

ii.  Working on getting school events to offices for their approval. She’s feeling uncertain 
about in-person school events, but she’s hopeful she can do something with the schools.  

e. Karen Summers  

i. Back to work after maternity leave. 

ii. Getting ready to wrap up the Letterbox Trail.  



iii. The SCEA board are planning on making pollinator kits available to teachers, using 
money from their minigrant.  

iv. The Watershed Art and Discovery Day can’t be held in person this year.  Instead, to fulfil 
that contract with the county, SCEA will be partnering with SWC to help them get the 
Salmon Luminary Art project to more underserved youth in the community.  

v. Her son, Isak, is growing and doing well! 

f. Michelle Quast 

i. They’ve been doing interviews (including Cindy and Holli tomorrow). They will get 
everything done before fall settles in.  

ii. Seeking footage of volunteer planting events. Let her know about opportunities for 
filming or if you can get footage sent to her.  

iii. She and Scott have been working with Bill at SCD regarding the CBSM grant. They will be 
looking for a consultant to do this work starting this fall.  

iv. Recently visited Padilla Bay’s new touch tank and it was really fun for her and her son.  

g. Stacy Dahl 

i. Slowly starting up again with events.  

ii. The new AmeriCorps start tomorrow – Jonathan (stewardship) and Hannah (outreach). 
They will attend the next CEC to get introduced to our group.  

iii. Focusing on the heron camera project at March Point. It’s been a hard process to get 
critical area reviews and permits to get the cameras installed. The cameras will be 
installed with solar arrays sometime this month. When the herons return in February, 
livestream will be available in the nests. It will be part of their community science 
project with herons.  

iv. Some outreach events and work parties coming up, mostly maintenance and invasive 
removal.  

v. Their book club book is The Good Rain by Timothy Egan on September 30 at 5:30.  

vi. They are doing an Orca Recovery celebration on October 16 with planting maintenance 
at Tope Ryan – Swede Creek and Samish River confluence.  

vii. The SLT auction will be online September 5-12. On the 11th, a virtual live auction will be 
held in the evening. The Online auction last year was great. A benefit of virtual events is 
people from all over the country can participate. For the live event, they did ‘Studio SLT’ 
which showed videos from their work. The event this year will be similar.  

h. Holli Watne 

i. Participated in the Salish Sea School LatinX program and had a great time.  She got to do 
the Drain Rangers program four days in a row. It seemed to be appropriate for high 
schoolers. She asked most students why they signed up for the program during 
introductions and the answers surprised her.  Most said they signed up because they 
had nothing else going on.  Not a single student said they were interested in marine 
biology or marine animals.  

ii. Interviewing with Michelle regarding SWC’s public calendar of events.  



iii. Working with Richelle Potter on curating a luminary exhibit at MoNA (Oct – Feb).  
Starting to plan Illuminight 2022, which will hopefully happen in-person.  Starting to 
schedule teachers for luminary arts program.  

3. We reviewed the draft of the two-page STEAM program list for K-12 teacher that Holli put together. 
*Holli will send it to the school district contacts as well as the CEC members in hopes it trickles down 
to the teachers. Pete suggested measuring outreach results from this piece at midyear. *Holli will add a 
to the June 2021 agenda a discussion on how useful this document was for connecting with teachers 
and other possible means of advertising our programs.    

4. Other updates:  

a. Nancy Lee is offering a Social Marketing training starts this month. Michelle noted that she is a 
premier social marketing practitioner, and her class is fairly interactive and intensive.  

b. A Spanish speaker told Holli when saying LatinX, the “X” should make an “e” sound, so this 
would be pronounced like “Latinee” 

c. Taylor Shellfish reached out about the Festival of Family Farms on October 2 and 3 between 
10am and 4pm. Taylor Shellfish draws great attendance with a draw of 3000 people for a 
weekend.  

i. The SLT has a conservation easement at Taylor Shellfish, so they talk about conservation 
and agriculture there. It’s well attended.  

ii. Cindy said they were supposed to go to Ovenell which they have always done as well as 
Taylor Shellfish. SCD has always done LID, stormwater education, Fairy Gardens, and 
wildfire education at Taylor Shellfish.  

iii. This event is great because it draws in a lot of people (~400) that really want to know 
what they can do for their farms but don’t represent the usual stewardship-oriented 
choir. Cindy noted that they receive a lot of feedback from this event. In comparison, 
the audience at Fidalgo Bay Days is more “the choir” and tend to be conservation 
oriented already.  

d. The Oak Harbor Music Festival is happening this year as well. Historically, the SLT has tabled at 
Cascadian Farms, but they won’t be this year as they aren’t open. 

e. Kulshan Neighborhood Fair – Lucy and Stacy did not go to this event. They didn’t hear feedback 
from Officer Serano about it.  

 

5. Adjourn: 10:30 am. 

  Next meeting: September 28th , 9:30-11:30 am (last Tuesday of the month) 

http://www.festivaloffamilyfarms.com/farm-map/

