
Community Engagement Committee  

Skagit Watershed Council Jan 25th, 2022, 9:30 am – 11:30 am via Zoom  

Present:  Holli Watne (SWC), Lucy DeGrace (SFEG), Pete Haase (Skagit MRC+), Stacy Dahl (SLT), Karen 

Summers (SCEA), Hannah Katz (SLT), Jillian Brinko, (PBERR),  Kristi Carpenter (SCEA), Susan Wood (PBERR),     

Sam Mackin (SFEG), Megan Cahill (SFEG) 

(*Bold means action item, Underline means decision point) 

1. We approved the Nov 2021 notes  

2. Roundtable of updates 

a. SEFG 

i. Megan: working on expanding the “Kids in Creek” program – trying to engage more and 

new schools.  Developing a video idea to enhance both programs that will highlight 

indigenous voices about the importance of salmon.  Enjoyed working on luminaries.  

ii. Sam: working with Lucy on social media.  Excited about their new window display at 

Transmedia Vision on 1st street.  

iii. Lucy: making lots of luminaries.  Would love to do a window display every year!  Will 

start planning for the next season next month.  3 potting and planting parties this spring 

Feb-March on Saturdays. Will also be doing drop-in potting on Thursdays in March (not 

yet advertised).  Feb 10th is virtual annual meeting. 6:30-7:30. 4% Friday on March 25th 

at the SV Co-op.  Earth Day: April 23rd event at Riverfront park, mulching and weeding 

mostly.  

iv. All will be tabling at Illuminight on Jan 28th.  

b. STL 

i. Stacy: will also be at Illuminight.  March 16th is annual meeting (via Zoom).  Still looking 

for a speaker.  It’s their 30th anniversary this year and lots of fun stuff is planned to 

celebrate: lots of nature walks, a fall speaker series, bird walks, summer rafting trip, 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84257863307?pwd=di9LU01nd3RDQkNtM2p1SVIzVXBkdz09


boat charter around islands properties!  Starting to think about planning an Earth Day 

event.  After taking 2 years off, will doing Eutopia field trips for 2nd graders.  Hoping to 

get some this May.  They have money to help fund travel expenses for these field trips.   

ii. Hannah: a bunch of work parties coming up.  Events are listed here: 

https://www.skagitlandtrust.org/events.aspx.  Over 50 people have joined for Swan Rise 

events.  2 more left, but all filled up.  The Illuminight window display was fun to do.  She 

will be with Jonathan at the Illuminight booth. Bringing a scat matching game at the 

table.  Planning a big open house upriver (no date yet). 

c. Pete:  

i. MRC – trying to get money to replace trestles on the Tommy Thompson trail.  They are 

playing attention to upcoming construction at MJB properties in Anacortes.  If done 

well, this may be a nice site with public beach access.  They are recruiting for Salish Sea 

Stewards program.  This provides 40 hours of training for 40 hours of volunteer work.  

Planning an in-person training. Tuesday afternoons April-May.  About 400 have been 

through the training since its inception.  

ii. Friends of Skagit Beaches – monitoring stormwater outflows in Anacortes area. 

Expanding the program, not sure exactly where.  Great way to get the community 

involved in learning about the watershed.   

iii. The Salish Sea School – working on a program called STARS (Students Training as 

Research Scientists).  This is a year-long field work program where students get to do 

the whole scientific process, including analyst and presentation.  

d. Padilla Bay: Jillian is the new AmeriCorps educator with a background in Marine Science from 

Florida. Storming the Sound will take place this Thursday afternoon and Friday morning.  

Learned that it is was too much for one day.  Working with the MRC on Salish Sea Stewards and 

Kids on the Beach program.  For Kids on the Beach, COVID is a big challenge– schools are all in 

https://www.skagitlandtrust.org/events.aspx


different places and things keep changing.  There is a virtual option.  Working will 5 school 

districts, targeting middle school.  Mostly private schools have registered for school programs at 

the reserve.  They are offering a new science program for middle schoolers that homeschool.  

e. SCEA:  Karen is stepping back from her role at SCEA to spend more time with baby Isak.  Please 

share the job posting.  Karen is with SCEA until the end of the month and will help the new 

director transition into their role.  For folks planning upcoming events, remember that May 

events can be part of Skagit Water Weeks. At the next EcoNET meeting, Bill Dewy will be 

presenting on Ocean Acidification. Feb 24th.  Maybe in person with food. Probably starting 3pm.  

f. SWC: Luminary program is done for the season. Supplies for 849 globe luminaries when out into 

the community this winter - more participants than ever (partially due to a grant from the 

Washington Arts Commission)!  Holli worked with 284 students directly in classrooms, 200 

students indirectly through other organizations (Boys and Girls Club, Glacier Peak Institute, and 

the Salish Sea School), 60 through free workshops (not including those hosted by Tri-Dee Arts) 

and sent out 305 free luminary kits through Tri-Dee Arts, MoNA, and the MV Parks Department. 

Excited for our in-person Illuminight on the 28th!  Our luminary exhibit at MoNA will be up until 

Feb 13th.  

g. SCD: There hasn’t been much interest in school programs this year.  An in-person Envirothon 

and the Conservation Poster Contest are planned for March. 

3. Revisiting STEAM Train idea (discussion lead by Lucy)  

a. A few years ago, the CEC conceived of the STEAM Train to avoid duplication and avoid having to 

recreate the wheel with our programs.  The idea is that our programs will compliment other 

organizations so that kids graduate with experiences throughout their K-12 experiences and 

learning different things from different organizations.  It also gives us a baseline of previous 

experiences for our students that we can build on in our lessons. For example, when Holli runs 

her luminary arts program, she can connect the salmon lifecycle to her 5/6th graders to their 



experiences doing Salmon in the Classroom when they were in the 3rd grade. Lucy was 

wondering if other organizations think about this when they make new programs.   

b. Susan: we did a market analyst/needs assessment years ago for our programs and we need to 

do one again.  However, it feels weird to ask teachers what they need right now.  Because of 

COVID, teachers have unique needs right now.  Next year, we will need to do a formal market 

analysis to see what’s out there and available.  Needs assessment will involve contacting 

teachers.  This could be a way to connect teachers to the resources we have to offer.  

c. Megan: Lucy and I have talked about the Since Time Immemorial Curriculum (STI). This is 

required for Washington Teachers, but it seems that rarely are teachers actually implementing. 

Maybe it’s something we should be adding to our programs?  Susan: It seems like we’re in a 

good position to connect toe STI ideas.  Things like mentioning Indigenous use of salmon, etc.  

Megan: could you ask if teachers are needing us to make this connection to the STI curriculum?  

Susuan: I’m making a note of it right now.  Lucy: STI is mostly focused on history. She hopes that 

social studies and history teachers are working on this curriculum.  Megan: I’ve been looking for 

an environmental focus that’s in the curriculum, but haven’t found it yet. Not specifically 

focused on science, but some focus on salmon…. Mostly social sciences. Lucy: most teachers 

she’s talked with have never heard of it even though it’s been mandated by the state for some 

time.  

d. Susan: our views on what is science and what is social studies is different from Indigenous 

perspectives. There is a Storming the Sound talk about this on Thursday.  

e. Pete: Some programs like Kids on the Beach will have a tribal member present to discuss how 

they relate to the environment.  Students are often quite moved to hear the story from folks to 

whom it means so much, as apposed to reading it in a book.  This sort of thing may be more 

blended into schoolwork in La Conner schools, but typically not.  

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/resources-subject-area/time-immemorial-tribal-sovereignty-washington-state


f. Lucy: We’re not doing the Jr stream stewards program anymore.  The approach of going into the 

same classroom regularly is no longer working for us.  Too much work.   

g. *Holli will include documents about STEAM Train with notes for CEC members to review  

h. Pete: we should keep this on the agenda each month to check in  

i. Karen: It would be nice to have a map of Skagit and where different programs are. Something 

like that Skagit Farm to Pint map, but for environmental programs in our watershed.  *Sam will 

do some research into options for making something like this and report at the next meeting.  

4. We discussed the possibility of rescheduling the April meeting so that participants could attend the 

Salish Sea Ecosystem Conference, but decided to keep the meeting as originally scheduled.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next meeting: Tuesday, Feb 22nd, 2022, 9:30 am – 11:30 am 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84257863307?pwd=di9LU01nd3RDQkNtM2p1SVIzVXBkdz09 

https://skagitfarmtopint.com/passport-tour/
https://salishseaconference.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84257863307?pwd=di9LU01nd3RDQkNtM2p1SVIzVXBkdz09

