
Community Engagement Committee  

Skagit Watershed Council Nov 29th, 2022, 9:30 am – 11:30 am, at SWC office or Zoom link  

 

In attendance: Gabby Jacunski from Skagit Land Trust (SLT), Melissa Ciesielski from Swinomish Indian Tribal 

Community (SITC), Michelle Quast from Department of Ecology (ECY), Pete Haase from Skagit Marine Resource 

Committee and more (MRC+), Amanda Colber from The Salish Sea School (TSSS), Carla Glassman and Tayler 

Scott (formerly Taylor Sudzinski) from Skagit Conservation District (SCD), Jeff Osmundson from Skagit Audubon 

Society (SAS) 

(*Bold means action items) 

1. Approve October notes  

2. Roundtable of updates 

a. SLT: Lots of upcoming events, including popular “swanrises” and work/planting parties. 

Volunteer turnout has improved.  There is a MLK day event in the planning.  

b. SITC: Their Science program going well. Working on a Newsletter article 

about shore-friendly households. Will be presenting at Storming the 

sound. Recently put up signs around La Conner that identify names for 

creeks and where they flow.  

c. ECY: There are a lot of water quality concerns for the lower streams in 

the Skagit.  

i. Michelle is currently working with SCD on a feasibility review for a new incentive 

program for implementing buffers. Working on a campaign plan to get the word out 

once its established. Still not sure if will be agricultural and/or residential. Still in the 

“what would this look like” phase.  Some folks in the group noticed that Western WA 

Agricultural association has been putting out signs to try to scare folks about how big 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81992834861?pwd=UDFxcmIxSWFvRTczdlR6bWRnZ1pBUT09
https://www.skagitlandtrust.org/events.aspx
https://swinomish-nsn.gov/qyuuqs.aspx


buffers would be and how much farmland would be lost.  These are based on 

misinformation and the flags are going poorly manages, becoming litter.  

ii. ECY recently published a blog, story map, and video series as part of a social marketing 

campaign to cool down the waters in these areas.  These have been well received. 

Here’s more info about the video series: 

Video #1 – “Keeping Skagit Valley wild and cool: The impact of warm streams”. Learn 

more about the water temperature problem and how it threatens the wild nature of 

Skagit Valley. https://youtu.be/ki4WXlZn00A   

Video #2 – “Keeping Skagit Valley wild and cool: How to keep streams cool”. Learn about 

some of the solutions to address water temperature problems, and how everybody can 

take action to help. https://youtu.be/-_m-TuY94yU   

Video #3 - Keeping Skagit Valley wild and cool: “Landowner stories and solutions”. Hear 

stories from Skagit streamside landowners who are taking action to protect the water 

and wildlife on their land. https://youtu.be/XDXbKYTGg0A    

Video #4 – “Keeping Skagit Valley wild and cool: How farmers are helping”. Hear stories 

from Skagit farmers who are using local resources to steward their land and protect the 

water that runs through it. https://youtu.be/lMsoS3ZZJwo 

No negative feedback has been received about these videos, which was surprising. 

Wants to continue raising awareness.  

d. SAS: introducing Jeff O, the Education Chair for Skagit Audubon.  The education group is getting 

ready to be revitalize.  They have canned presentations, stuffed birds, and other material that 

they are eager to share. There is no official SAS education goals, but Jeff wants to do as much 

outreach as possible, to as diverse of an audience as possible.  He doesn’t know what their 

capacity is right now… only just starting.  Looking for places to engage.  

https://ecology.wa.gov/Skagit-waters-blog
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/33b9d4bb77a84fa9b3c9445d9f03c97c
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2Fki4WXlZn00A&data=05%7C01%7Cmiqu461%40ecy.wa.gov%7C24263e08e0ad447e02a308da812e7c50%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637964335039549016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=HnaiAcpOBeZj7NpdVsLKMfYDaxpaBM9H%2FELuBnggexU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F-_m-TuY94yU&data=05%7C01%7Cmiqu461%40ecy.wa.gov%7C24263e08e0ad447e02a308da812e7c50%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637964335039549016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=QpXATY%2BU0d%2BBt6Lu1cy38MOItOocQ9gBgISOR7MJgTA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FXDXbKYTGg0A&data=05%7C01%7Cmiqu461%40ecy.wa.gov%7C24263e08e0ad447e02a308da812e7c50%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637964335039549016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=64ODDGyAs7dW%2BmaTA5mu3tAVuJDxgxVmJN8V4zNpsU0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FlMsoS3ZZJwo&data=05%7C01%7Cmiqu461%40ecy.wa.gov%7C24263e08e0ad447e02a308da812e7c50%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C637964335039549016%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UVbATZR39wqGm9js%2BpZXtBI0TD0gaeaxGZFb646zhIA%3D&reserved=0


e. SWC: Holli will be focusing on the STEAM Luminary program and other aspects of getting ready 

for the Illuminight Winter Walk on January 27th.   This includes helping several CEC organizations 

get luminary window displays in downtown Mount Vernon in January. Richard mainly focuses on 

salmon habitat protection and restoration.  

f. Updates from Pete:  

i. Skagit MRC 

1. Salish Sea Steward training will be Feb-May on Tuesday afternoons, in person. 

They’d love help spreading the word, especially to young folks. They are 

reaching out to schools, etc.   

2. Finished a raingarden at Mount Erie Elementary School.  This has been 

successful outreach for kids.  Hoping to do more of this kind of thing.  

ii. Padilla Bay 

1. Kids on the beach wrapped up for the fall. 60 kids got hands-on science 

experience, comparing different beach habitats (with different restoration 

histories) and what lives there.  20+ volunteers needed.  Will start up in the 

spring. 

2. The reserve is open to the public Wed-Sat 10-4. 

3. Large Room available for use for free from organizations like ours.  

iii. Fidalgo Bay citizen science committee 

1. Working on replacing the trussell where fire happened on the Tommy 

Thompson Trail.  This will be a multi-year project.  Expect a lot of outreach 

about this nest year.  

2. Working with shore-line developers to talk about benefits to salmon and whales 

and working with them to be on “right side” of that.  

g. TSSS:  

https://www.skagitwatershed.org/news/illuminight-2023/
http://www.skagitmrc.org/projects/education-outreach/salish-sea-stewards/


i. They are creating curriculum and adding a couple of part-time teachers.  Went to a 

week-long PEI training that focused on Initiative to get all 5th and 6th graders into some 

sort of outdoor program, preferably over multiple days. Some interest in getting local 

schools in boat-based programs.   

ii. Working on reshaping parts of SITC’s “Between Two Worlds” curriculum and writing a 

curriculum about stormwater runoff 

iii. Worked with students to make this great short animation about stormwater runoff.  

iv. Just launched year-long training for their STARS (Student Training as Research Scientist) 

program.  The adult version sold out in 48 hours.    

v. Working on summer camps and a library program about orcas 

vi. Monthly beach cleanings and debris surveys 

h. SCD: Carla is working on a school rain garden in S-W.  Heavily working with the county.  Tayler is 

working with Anna Thomas, the new Outreach and Education staff member of Skagit County.   

The Watershed Master’s program may be going through a restructure; they may reduce 

volunteer requirements.  

3. *Holli will send out surveys to the CEC to set the schedule for next year and identify any restructuring 

the group may want.  

4. *Holli will update the information about the CEC on the SWC website 

5. STEAM Train discussion 

a.  Holli has created a skeleton of a free website based on our discussion about wanting a website 

to replace our 2019 STEAM Resource Guide as a way to communicate about our programs to K-

12 teachers and the general public.   

i. A website is better than a pdf because it’s easier to update and more user-friendly.  

https://pacificeducationinstitute.org/work/professional-learning/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nWlWWXonj4E
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/member-area/work-groups/community-engagement-committee-3/
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/Skagit-STEAM-Educator-Resource-Guide-v.-2.pdf


ii. Disadvantages about going with this free website is that it does not show up in a regular 

Google search and requires editors to have a Google account.  Also, the web address is 

not very easy to remember.  

iii. We would like to discuss the possibility of paying for a website where people can search 

for conservation/environmental programs in the Skagit Watershed. SWC pays 

$25/month for hosting (through WordPress) on their webpage plus $40/year for their 

domain name. We might be able to fund this site for years if we get each organization 

who will be included in the site to pay a one-time $100 fee to gain access to the website 

for adding information about their programs.  

iv. Tayler has a family member who might be willing to build the website for free.  He’s 

currently in school for web design.  

b. In January, *we will revisit the idea of talking with school districts to align our programs with 

their curriculum/standards to increase participation in our programs and scaffold the ages at 

which students are exposed to them.  

 


