- SKAGIT
: WATERSHED

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Issued February 4, 2026
by the Skagit Watershed Council

Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB), Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration
Program (PSAR), PSAR Large Cap, and Targeted Investment Grants

The Skagit Watershed Council (SWC), as lead entity for Water Resource Inventory Areas (WRIAs) 3 and 4,
is accepting proposals for salmon habitat restoration and protection projects for four different funding
programs through the Washington State Salmon Recovery Funding Board (SRFB) and Puget Sound
Partnership’s (PSP’s) Puget Sound Acquisition and Restoration (PSAR) program. Grant instructions are
included in the Recreation and Conservation Office’s (RCO’s) Manual 18, SWC’s Program Guide, and
PSP’s PSAR Large Cap Request for Proposals.

The SRFB has allocated funds for the regular SRFB grant round and a Targeted Investment (Tl) program.
PSP is funding a regular PSAR grant round and a large capital project grant round (PSAR Large Cap).
Table 1 summarizes these programs and our most current estimation of funds available. These are
subject to change after the legislative session. The PSAR Large Cap and Tl funds are for projects costing
$1,000,000 or more. Tl projects are capped at $7,000,000. All applicants will go through the lead entity
review process as described in SWC’s Program Guide. Awarded SRFB funds will be available in
September of 2026. PSAR funds will be available July of 2027. Targeted Investment funds will be
dispensed as available, depending on legislative decisions.

Table 1. Funding, decision-making, and criteria

Funding Source Available Amount Date Avail. Project Ranked by Grant
Admin.
SRFB $1.4 - $1.7 million Sep 2026 swc RCO
Targeted Investment $7 million cap per TBD RCO technical review RCO
project panel
PSAR $ 3,170,000 July 2027 PSP RCO
PSAR Large Cap TBD by legislature July 2027 PSP RCO


https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/1_watershed_map.pdf
https://rco.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/SAL-Manual18.pdf
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-Lead-Entity-Program-Guide.pdf
https://pspwa.app.box.com/s/rxiq86g944ezxqylzyk8ok4h1lpc0vje

Projects Considered for Funding:

Tribal, state, and local governments, and nonprofits are eligible to apply.
Projects that address the priority objectives within the Tier 1, Tier 2, and Tier 2S Target Areas
described in the SWC 2022 Strategic Approach for Chinook salmon recovery and the 2016

Interim Steelhead Strategy are eligible for funding. Restoration or protection in Tier 3 Target

Areas may be a secondary component of proposed projects.

3. The Lead Entity Citizens Committee has set aside $200,000 to fund small planting and
stewardship projects. The details of this set-aside can be found in the SWC Program Guide. A
meeting will be hosted by the SWC in February for all interested parties. Inquire for more
information with the Watershed Coordinator, mcorbiere@skagitwatershed.org.

In addition to the criteria above, all proposals must meet SRFB eligibility criteria defined in Manual 18 and
be consistent with the Council’s guiding documents:

1998 Habitat Protection and Restoration Strategy,

Skagit Chinook Recovery Plan (SRSC & WDFW 2005),

2025 4 Year Work Plan, and/or
SWC 2023 Protection Strategy, and

if located in the Middle Skagit, be consistent with the restoration strategies described in the Plan for
Habitat Protection and Restoration in the Middle Reach of the Skagit River (SWC 2011).

if located in the lower 24 miles of the Sauk River, be consistent with the restoration strategies
described in the Sauk River Habitat Protection and Restoration Assessment and Plan (SWC 2023).

Applicants should be aware that previously funded deliverables related to the current proposed project
must be sufficiently completed at the time draft applications are due, as determined by the Board of
Directors.

All proposed projects must have landowner and infrastructure owner acknowledgement forms.

Letters of Intent (LOI) to submit a proposal are due in electronic format by 5:00 pm on March 4™, 2026.
The LOI form is available for download here. Late or incomplete submittals will not be accepted. Submit

LOIs to Megan Corbiere, mcorbiere@skagitwatershed.org. Please contact Megan for questions or
assistance: office: (360) 419-9326, cell: (360) 630-1233.


https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/SWC_2022_Strategic_Approach_Final-v2.15.2022-1.pdf
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/SWC_2016_Interim_Steelhead_Strategy_Final_v3-3-2016.pdf
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/SWC_2016_Interim_Steelhead_Strategy_Final_v3-3-2016.pdf
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2026-Lead-Entity-Program-Guide.pdf
http://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/SWCSTRA4.pdf
http://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/SkagitChinookRecoveryPlan13.pdf
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2023-SWC-Protection-Strategy-Update-Final-03.02.2023.pdf
http://www.skagitwatershed.org/our-work/middle-skagit-initiative/
http://www.skagitwatershed.org/our-work/middle-skagit-initiative/
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/wp-content/uploads/SaukRiverHabitatAssessmentPlan_11.29.23_Final.pdf
https://www.skagitwatershed.org/resources/grant-round/
mailto:Megan

